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Who knew that a little pair of red lace panties could get him into so much trouble…


Summary: Cevin’s worst nightmare comes true when he and his mom move to a small Florida town. In Tilipia high fashion is a flannel shirt with the sleeves chopped off, and the only entertainment is the Friday night football games. Cevin wants nothing more than to blend in and get through the year so he can graduate and leave Tilapia forever.  


When he meets Tessa, an introverted Goth girl, his plans to “not have a life” are forever ruined. She’s friendly to him, and he’s at first suspicious, but her poetic nature draws her to him, and he starts to believe she might be the only one who could accept him for what he is, if he could just get up the nerve to tell her about his cross-dressing.


Cevin, though, has a larger problem: two of the local bullies have discovered his proclivity for wearing women’s clothing. One of them turns out to be Tessa’s brother, who threatens to “out” him if he doesn’t stop seeing his beloved sister. Cevin will do nothing of the kind, and when their bullying escalates, Cevin has to figure out how to survive their viciousness while still seeing Tessa and preserving his own identity—whatever that is.


When Cevin’s friendship with Tessa develops into something more, he finds a kindred soul who doesn’t fit in. But Tessa has secrets, too, and Cevin’s friendship with her could lead him to the fulfillment of his dreams or to his own demise.


Why this book is relevant:  


Cevin’s Deadly Sin explores the life of a hetero teen cross-dresser who is otherwise a normal kid. Too often in the media cross-dressers are portrayed as psychopaths and serial killers. There is very little fiction that depicts cross-dressers in a positive light. The open ridicule of gender non-conforming people is rampant in our society, and bullying of those who are different from the norm is a huge issue in our schools. Cevin’s Deadly Sin explores how to deal with bulling in a constructive way, turn being an outsider into an asset and accept yourself for what you are. Teacher kits and reader’s guides are available for in-school and readers’ group discussions.


Also, according to School Library Journal, our school libraries are not providing enough LGBTQ-themed literature for teens. 


Core issues: dealing with bullying, learning how to turn being an outsider into an asset, tolerance of gender non-conforming people, accepting others as they are, and accepting yourself for the gloriously individual being that you are.
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About Sally Bosco:
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